[Morphofunctional organization of pancreatic secretory activity (a new paradigm)].
This is a review of physiological, morphological and clinical studies of pancreas secretion with the emphasis placed on pancreatic enzymes. It was established that different parts of the duodenal mucous coat have different chemosensory thresholds to the stimulators and inhibitors of pancreatic secretion. Secretory regions of the pancreas having a modular organization are also functionally different. The module is a set of pancreatic acinar and ductal cells (a secretory component), a system of ducts with their valve structures and a microdepository of secretion (a transport component) with control mechanisms specific for the module. Pancreatic secretion is a result of stimulation and inhibition of specialized secretory and transport modules.